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Dix or Dickinson, the nomination would be conceded to
the Empire State, but there can be no union in that State
upon either of those men or any other.

June 4, Saturday. Many delegates to Convention in
town. Some attempts made by Members of Congress to
influence them. The friends of Chase improve the oppor-
tunity to exclaim against Blair.

There has been continued fighting, though represented
as not very important. Still there is heavy loss, but we
are becoming accustomed to the sacrifice. Grant has not
great regard for human life.

June 6, Monday. Am urged to go to Baltimore but do
not deem it advisable. Some talk with Blair respecting
Chase and Seward, who, though not assimilating and un-
like in many respects, continue to get along. Each has a
policy which seems to me unsound, and Blair coincides
with me, but is so intent on other matters, personal to the
Blairs and the vindictive war upon them, that he is com-
pelled to defer the differences on grave questions to what
so nearly concerns him.

I am uncomfortable about the extradition, or rather the
abduction, of Arguellis, the Spaniard. The act shocks me,
and the Administration will justly be held accountable.
Some of us who know nothing on the subject will have to
share the responsibility. I knew nothing of the subject, nor
that there was such a man, until after the wrong had been
committed and the man was on his way to Cuba. Marshal
Murray then informed me, and said he was here to escape
the grand jury. A few days after the subject was alluded
to in the Cabinet. Seward introduced it incidentally, partly
as a feeler and partly to affirm hereafter that the subject
had been mentioned. A few words passed between him
and the President. As no one said a word by way of com-
ment, I inquired if there was not a law in New York against
abduction? Seward claimed there was no law prohibiting